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ADOPTED POLICY 

Title: GNOWANGERUP AIRPORT LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 

Objective: To: 

• protect the primary purpose of the Airport for aviation related activities;
• encourage further development of aviation facilities and activities at the Airport and

allow complementary activities and uses which facilitate ongoing and increased use
of the Airport;

• provide planning controls to ensure that all uses and/or development on the Airport
are consistent with the Crown Land Title requirements for the reserve; and

• preclude any uses and/or development which would conflict with or jeopardise the
continued function of the Airport.

1.0 Policy Area 

This Local Planning Policy applies to the Gnowangerup Airport on Reserve 31666 (Lot 9318 on DP 

92334) Airport Road, Pallinup (see Image 1 below). 

Image 1 Gnowangerup Airport Reserve 
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2.0 Planning Approval Required 
 

The Gnowangerup Airport is situated on a Local Reserve for Public Purposes and designated as an 

Aerial Landing Ground under Local Planning Scheme No. 2. 

The Gnowangerup Airport is contained on Crown Land Title (Volume LR3106 Folio 473) for the purpose 

of aerial landing ground and recreation and a Management Order exists that enables the Shire with 

power to lease portions of the land for a period not exceeding 21-years. 

In accordance with Local Planning Scheme No. 2, a person must not use a Local Reserve or commence 

or carry out development on a Local Reserve, without first having obtained planning approval from the 

Shire. As such, all use and/or development on the Gnowangerup Airport requires planning approval 

from the Shire prior to any works commencing. All applications shall comply with relevant Civil Authority 

Safety Authority (CASA) guidelines. 

In determining an application for planning approval, the Shire shall have due regard to the matters set 

out in clause 10.2 of Local Planning Scheme No. 2; and the ultimate purpose intended for the Reserve. 

3.0 Consultation 

In preparing an application for development approval, the proponent must undertake consultation with 

the Wagyl Kaip Southern Noongar Aboriginal Corporation, to determine the necessity for involvement 

with local Elders and the development of a heritage survey. 

Once an application for development approval has been lodged, the Shire may engage with other lease 

holders within the subject Reserve 31666. 

4.0 Compatible Land Use Activities 
 

The Shire considers the following land use activities to be consistent with the purposes for the 

Gnowangerup Airport Reserve: 

(a) Airport (including use by helicopters, gliders etc.); 

(b) Aircraft Hangars; 

(c) Aircraft Sales/Servicing/Hire; 

(d) Air Shows; 

(e) Aerial Spraying Operations; 
(f) Flight School; 

(g) Use by Emergency Service Organisations (including ambulance depot, fire suppression activities 

etc.); 

(h) Service Industry (must be aircraft related); and 

(i) Other incidental or aviation allied activities considered appropriate by the Shire. 
 

5.0 Development Standards 
 

A hangar is a closed building structure to provide protection for an aircraft. Most hangars are built of 

metal, but other materials such as wood and concrete are also used. Hangars are expected to be used 

for protecting the aircraft from the weather, aircraft maintenance, repair, re-fueling, 

manufacture/assembly and storage activities. 
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(a) Hangar buildings shall be located within the nominated Hangar Area shown in Image 2 - 

Nominated Hangar Development Area. 

(b) Prior to occupation of use, the hangar development is to be connected to a power source, at 

the cost of the proponent, to the satisfaction of the Shire. In order to accommodate additional 

power users (e.g. Aircraft Hanger outlets), the underground powerline within the aerodrome 

may need upgrading and a transferrer installed to boost the power into the Aerodrome from the 

Western Power network. 

(c) Prior to occupation of use, stormwater associated with development is to be managed at the 

cost of the proponent, to the satisfaction of the Shire. 

(d) As a component of a hangar development, suitable access to the existing Airport Taxiway 

(bitumen area) is to be established at the cost of the proponent, to the satisfaction of the Shire.  

(e) Separation distances between buildings shall be in accordance with the Building Code of 

Australia, CASA guidelines or as otherwise determined by the Shire; 

(f) Any buildings developed on the Airport Reserve shall be constructed in accordance with the 

Building Code of Australia.  Prior to development a certified building permit must be obtained 

and lodged with the Shire. 

(g) Any vehicles associated with the use of the hangar shall be parked off any adjoining taxiway and 

within the lease area or hangar; 

(h) Any advertising sign shall be erected on the hangar building and requires a separate planning 

approval from the Shire; 

(i) Where a hangar building includes amenities such as an office, toilet, shower, sink, kitchen area 

etc., they shall be connected to an approved supply of water (from roof catchment and storage 

tank) and on-site effluent disposal system to the satisfaction of the Shire’s Environmental Health 

Officer; 

(j) All rubbish and waste material shall be stored in the hangar building in suitable rubbish 

receptacles and disposed of in accordance with regulatory authority requirements.  No oil, fuel 

or similar products are permitted to be disposed of on or into the ground.  Fuel and chemical 

storage should be undertaken to the satisfaction of the Department of Energy, Mines, Industry 

Regulation and Safety.  

(k) The owner of the hangar shall ensure that adequate fire control measures are in place at all 

times. 

6.0 Leases 
 

The Shire requires that prior to development of any building on the Airport Reserve the proponent shall 

enter into a lease for the land for a period not exceeding 21-years. The Shire shall prepare the lease at 

the proponent’s cost. 

In relation to the drafting of a lease agreement, consideration should be given to: 

(a) Conditions of development approval 

(b) Development of a Survey Plan for the nominated building envelope, undertaken at the cost of the 

proponent 
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(c) A Rental Evaluation Assessment, undertaken at the cost of the proponent 

(d) The demolition of development and rehabilitation of land should a lease agreement terminate. 

 

Image 2 – Nominated Hangar Development Area 
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